The Blessed One
a rhinoceros. In a range called Salamaya he had lived as a gar-
dener, on Selapabbata hill as a Brahmin, on the Rajapabbata hill
as an elephant, and on Kasinapabbata as king of the peacocks. On all
those mounts his relics would be found and enshrined in pagodas
after his paranivdna,
This prophecy caused the earth to shake and the sea to boil.
Candrasuriya in his palace was alarmed and asked his astrologers
to explain the meaning of the signs. They replied that assuredly
the Blessed One had arrived. A propitious hour being fixed, he set
out to welcome his great visitor. A procession was formed__
elephants, horses, chariots, foot-soldiers, with the queen at the
head of the court ladies. On reaching the base of Selagiri hill, the
king dismounted and approached the Blessed One on foot, bearing
presents of flowers, perfumes, and parched rice.
When the ceremony of welcome was at an end, the Buddha
preached a sermon, in which he instructed the Icing in the Five
and Eight Precepts and admonished him on the Ten Kingly
Duties, to wit, universal beneficence, daily prayer, the showing of
mercy, the exaction of not more than a tenth, justice, punishment
without anger, the support of his subjects as the earth supports
them, the employment of prudent commanders, the taking of
good counsel, and the avoidance of pride. This was the way of sal-
vation, said he.
c Candrasuriya became transported with joy,' records the Sappa-
danapakarana, ' and addressed the Teacher thus: " Great King of
Righteousness, have compassion, I beseech you, upon me and my
subjects and condescend to visit my humble capital." The Blessed
One consented.*
The Buddha's stay in Dhannavati lasted a week. What he did
day by day is recorded in the closest detail, and how he preached
the law, urging mercy and charity. The history then continues
thus: * When the Blessed One began to make his preparations for
departure, the King, who with his subjects had been converted to
the new religion, made him this request: "Lord of the Three
Worlds, when you go from us we shall have no-one to whom we
may pay homage. Will you not leave us the shape of yourself?"'
To this request for a statue the Buddha gave his consent. Can-
drasuriya collected the necessary metals and, having deposited
them in golden baskets overlaid with flowers and white cloth, sent
them away to be smelted on a white elephant and under the shade
of white parasols. The artist designated to make the wax model
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